
Meet the Founder of Oracle, Larry Ellison 

The Story of Larry Ellison 

We all know that technology continues to grow over time. Technological advances make us 

know many new things in this world. We can enjoy technology in our hands easily nowadays. 

This is cannot be separated from the role of intelligent people who develop technology. Speaking 

of technology developers, they must be very familiar with a company called Oracle. Oracle is 

one of the largest technology companies in the world. 

Oracle was founded by a 77 years old man named Larry Ellison. His full name is Lawrence 

Joseph Ellison and he is known as the founder and CEO of Oracle. Today, Larry is known as one 

of the richest people in the world with a large income from the company he manages. Oracle was 

built from zero and grow to become a world-class company. 

Believe it or not, Larry's life gives a very inspiring story of struggle. Lots of valuable lessons that 

can be obtained from the story of Larry Ellison. Larry is one example of an entrepreneur who 

started his career from zero and tried his best to be able to achieve what he wanted. 

Family's Background 

When you know someone who is successful and rich, we usually wonder where he comes from 

and what his family looks like. Larry was born from a mother and a father who worked as an Air 

Force pilot in the United States. Larry was born in Manhattan, New York, United States on 

August 17, 1944. Unfortunately, Larry was unlucky in his childhood because at the age of 9 

months, he was diagnosed to suffer from pneumonia. 

Larry was not born in a rich family. His family can be said to be barely financially. Because of 

that, Larry's parents could not take care of Larry, whose health condition was affected by 

pneumonia. 

His weak body condition made his mother decide to give Larry to his aunt and uncle. Together 

with his adoptive parents, Larry moved to Chicago, United States. After graduating from high 

school, Larry then continued his education at the University of Illinois and majored in Physics. 

But unfortunately, Larry had to stop going to college because his adoptive mother had died and 

he was in trouble to pay his college’s bill. 

Shortly thereafter, Larry returned to college at Chicago University but he had to stop going to 

college again. It’s happen for the second time, Larry had to stop studying because of financial 

difficulties. After leaving Chicago University, Larry did not intend to continue studying 

elsewhere. He finally chose to study computers by himself and by taking courses. 

Career Journey 

Larry Ellison did not directly build Oracle because there is a long process you have to pass if 

you want to be succeed. After much learning about computer science, Larry then tried to apply 



for jobs to various companies. When starting to look for work, Larry felt a life experience that 

was truly hard. Because of his educational background which only reached high school, Larry 

had difficulty to get a job. 

Although in terms of ability Larry has high self-confidence but not with his educational 

background. After applying to many companies and being rejected many times, Larry finally 

found the answer. He finally worked at a Fireman’s Fund company which is engaged in 

investment with a position as a computer technician. 

Larry didn’t stay in Fireman's Fund for a long time. Larry then moved to the Wells Fargo 

company for the same position as a computer technician. However, Larry also did not stay for a 

long time at this company and chose to join another company called Ampex. In this place, Larry 

studied science and work as a programmer. In this company, Larry began his journey to build 

Oracle. 

The idea to build Oracle came from the writing that read by Larry. The article is about the theory 

of relational database written by Edgar F. Cold. From the theory that Larry reads here, Larry then 

thinks of developing a business with the concept of SQL or Structured Query Language. This 

becomes the beginning of Oracle business ideas. 

With a big courage and US$ 2000, Larry Ellison began to build Oracle. He invited two of his 

friends from Ampex named Robert Miner and Ed Qates to join in to help him build Oracle. At its 

inception, Oracle had 10 employees and immediately got a large client, the CIA, which was a US 

intelligence agent. 

Development of Oracle 

Oracle is indeed built with limited capital and does not have many employees. Even so, Oracle 

can develop quickly and show very satisfying progress. Oracle continues to get clients that make 

this company grow bigger and faster. The company then acquired acquisitions with several 

companies including Siebel Systems, Peoplesoft, and Sun Microsystems. 

There are a lot of Oracle products that must be used by technology developers. Some of Oracle's 

products include Web DB, Mysql, Java, OAS, Oracle Designer, Oracle Developer, and Oracle 

Application Server. With all of these products that released by Oracle, Oracle developed into the 

most influential database company in the world. 

Lesson from Larry 

Larry Ellison might have an unpleasant childhood. He has experienced many problems in his 

life including financial and health problems. But what do we see now? Larry is one of the richest 

people in the world. That means, Larry has succeeded in changing his destiny and achieving 

what he wants. Larry try his best and work very hard to become a successful entrepreneur. 



The life story of Larry teaches us a very valuable lesson. Hard work and good personality will 

never be in vain. Larry may have to go through a lot of difficulties because he has to drop out of 

college and self-taught himself to gain skills in the computer field. But all of the hard works paid 

off with what he felt now. 

Larry also shows us that opportunities exist anywhere and anytime. It just depending on how we 

see the opportunity that come to us. Larry might not be able to establish Oracle if he didn't work 

at Ampex and get inspiration from the theory he read. From the story of a Larry Ellison we can 

learn not to give up while pursuing our dreams. 


